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{ o gain insight into the un

ique leadership lesson of Parashat Bo,

(1) s

I often ask an audience to perform a thought esperiment. Imagine you
are the leader of a people that has suffered exile for more than two cen-
turies, one that has been enslaved and oppressed. Now, after a series of
miracles, it is about to go free. You assemble them and rise to address

s them. They are waiting expectantly for your words. This is a defining
moment they will never forget. What will you speé.k about?

Most people answer: freedom. That was Abraham Lincoln’s decision
in the Gettysburg Address when he invoked the memory of “a new nation,
conceived in liberty;” and looked forward to “a new birth of; freedom.™ Some

( [ suggest that they would inspire the people by talking about the destina-
tion that lay ahead, the “land flowing with milk and honey” Yet others say
they would warr: the people of the dangers and challenges that they would
encounter on what Nelson Mandela called “the long walk to freedom.”
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Jlive in the hearts of successive generations. That can only be done

through a sustained process of education. Nor is this something that

can be delegated to teachers and schools. Some of it has to take place

within the family, at home, and with the sacred obligation that comes

from religious duty. No one ever saw this more clearly than Moses, and
(eonly because of his teachings have Jews and Judaism survived.

What makes leaders great is that they think ahead, worrying not
about tomorrow but about the next year, or the next decade, or the
next generation. In one of his finest speeches, Robert F. Kennedy spoke
of the power of leaders to transform the world when they have a clear

l\ vision of a possible future:

Some believe there is nothing one man or one woman can do
against the enormous array of the world’s ills — against misery,
against ignorance, or injustice and violence. Yet many of the
world’s great movements, of thoughtand action, have flowed from

(R,03 PIW) YTM IR TR T
£°727) XY DWIS3 INIT R Y WwW
3 WYTPR DT I MR 97 (00
Mm% v oM LD wrTpnY menw
awn ey an SYax ,0°oyan von apia
727 5y o DRWN MDY WIpT 1D
MWE 27 NIDTIR D5 RYD 191 ,(3) B4R
(3 STmnz pavd oyanw W on owa
#qr pTIN2” TOORYD TR PAny W W

AR DPwID nwa
(X3,2° 59%) 207 YTAW MR LY
X% 0T ,0MIRIY By ORY SR C1ow
=nx Yaw nIAS O°IAY RN RIEIHY 1D

mBILET 872 PRI XY 122 TR X1 /6

APEY 7ID3 BY QRN NPOY DAR TTARY
®RI¥T DR OBRIWT DR ORI RN

(6 the work of a single man. A young monk began the'Protestant
reformation, a young general extended an empire from Macedonia
to the borders of the earth, and a young woman reclaimed the
territory of France. It was a young Italian explorer who discovered
the New World, and the thirty-two-year-old Thomas Jefferson

'U( who proclaimed that all men are created equal. “Give me a place
to stand;” said Archimedes, “and I will move the world.” These
men moved the world, and so can we all.*
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Visionary leadership forms the text and texture of Judaism, It was

the book of Proverbs that said, “Without a vision [hazon] the people
% perish” (29:18). That vision, in the minds of the prophets, was always
of a long-term future. God told Ezekiel that a prophet is a watchman,

one who climbs to a high vantage point and so can see the danger in the
distance, before anyone at ground level is aware ofit (Ezek. 33:1-6). The
sages said, “Who is wise? One who sees the long-term consequences
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